
CONTACT

685  N .  Pope  St  

Athens ,  GA  30601

www .athenslandtrust .org

T :  706-613-0122  

F :  706-613-0143

ABOUT

CONSERVATION

The  main  tool  Athens

Land  Trust  uses  to

accomplish  its  goal  of

preserving  important  land

is  the  conservation

easement .

The  conservation

easement  is  popular

among  landowners

because  the  land  remains

in  private  ownership  while

being  preserved  forever .  

Athens  Land  Trust  has

worked  with  over  70

landowners  to  protect  over

16 ,480  acres  in  36  counties  in

Georgia .

 

CONSERVATION  EASEMENT  FACT  SHEET

A  CE  is  a  legal  agreement  between  a  landowner  and  a  land

trust  (such  as  Athens  Land  Trust) that  permanently  l imits  use

of  the  land  in  order  to  protect  a  property 's  natural  resources .  

The  landowner  continues  to  own  and  manage  the  property ,

which  can  be  sold  or  inherited .  

The  CE  must  provide  benefits  in  terms  of  open  space  or

natural  resource  protection .  

Each  CE  is  tailored  to  the  particular  property  and  to  the

goals  of  the  landowner .  The  CE  can  allow  for  a  variety  of

uses  including  farming ,  hunting ,  and  l imited  residences .  

The  rights  retained  by  the  landowner  and  the  restrictions

on  land  use  are  spelled  out  in  the  CE ,  which  becomes

attached  to  the  property 's  deed .  

The  CE  is  binding  on  future  landowners  of  the  property .  

The  land  trust  that  holds  the  CE  has  a  responsibility  to

monitor  the  property  to  ensure  that  landowners  comply

with  the  provisions  of  the  conservation  easement .  

What  is  a  Conservation  Easement  (CE)? 

Athens  Land  Trust  is  committed  to  preserving  land  including

natural  forests ,  stream  and  river  corridors ,  floodplains  and

wetlands ,  significant  wildlife  habitats ,  productive  farms  and

forests ,  historic  lands ,  and  scenic  vistas .  

What  are  the  benefits  of  a  Conservation  Easement? 

Protecting  open  space  helps  provide  clean  air  and  water ,

scenic  and  rural  views ,  significant  natural  habitats ,  as  well

as  recreational  and  agricultural  resources  for  the

community .

Ensures  that  the  land 's  natural  and/or  agricultural

resources  are  preserved  as  the  property  is  passed  to  heirs

or  sold  to  future  landowners .

There  may  be  potential  tax  benefits  for  landowners  that

qualify  for  federal  charitable  tax  deduction ,  estate  tax

deductions ,  local  property  tax  reductions ,  and  the  Georgia

State  Tax  Credit .

What  types  of  land  does  Athens  Land  Trust  protect? 

conservation@athenslandtrust .org



CONSERVATION  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS

Oconee  County  Farms :  Landowners ,  with  the  support  of  the

county  and  community ,  have  preserved  more  than  580  acres

of  local  family  farms ,  protecting  agricultural  soils  and

scenic  views .  

Oconee  River  (Athens–Clarke  County  and  Oconee  County) :

Several  landowners  have  preserved  forests  and  river  bluffs

along  the  Oconee  River  that  total  more  than  650  acres .  This

includes  almost  290  acres  of  contiguous  open  space  with

large  areas  of  native  holly ,  beech  trees ,  and  wild  ginger .  

Crisp  County :   This  tract  of  family  land  protects  1050  acres

of  high  priority  longleaf  pine  wiregrass  savannas  and

habitat  for  the  gopher  tortoise ,  Georgia 's  State  Reptile  and

threatened  species .  

Lost  Mountain  (Cobb  County) :  Historic  Civil  War  battlefield

site  and  oak-hickory  forest  with  amazing  stream  habitat

and  slopes  of  native  buckeyes .  Project  partners  include :

Trust  for  Public  Land ,  National  Park  Service  (American

Battlefield  Protection  Program) ,  Georgia  DNR  and  the

Georgia  Piedmont  Land  Trust .    

Flint  River :  The  landowners  preserved  530  acres  of  working

forest  and  farmland  with  dune  habitat ,  bluffs ,  and  blue

springs  for  gopher  tortoises  and  blue  indigo  snakes .  This

family  farm  is  a  model  for  ecologically  managed  working

forest  which  preserves  threatened  habitats ,  native  grasses

and  wildflowers  found  within  the  understory .  

Ocmulgee  River :  Near  Macon ,  GA ,  landowners  protected

more  than  2300  acres  of  3rd  generation  family  land  along

the  Ocmulgee  River .  The  family  will  continue  to  manage

their  land  for  hunting  and  timber ,  while  preserving  the

bottomland  forest  and  native  habitats .  This  property  is

adjacent  to  the  Piedmont  National  Refugee  and  the

Chattahoochee–Oconee  National  Forest .  

Five  Acre  Woods  (Athens-Clarke  County) :  An  urban  forest

open  to  the  public  and  located  adjacent  to  ALT ’s  Williams

Farm .  The  protected  forest  provides  walking  trails  and

natural  habitat  in  a   low  to  moderate  income  neighborhood

near  downtown  Athens ,  GA .  


