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West Broad Farmers Market Opens, Grows New Businesses

West Broad Farmers Market attendees gather in the West Broad School courtyard at the 2017 Juneteenth celebration.

With the launch of the 2018 West Broad Farmers
Market season on Saturday, May 5th, we are excited to
join new and returning vendors who are bringing fresh
produce, unique culinary treats, handmade crafts and
more. New to the Market this year, we'll have farm-fresh
eggs, pickled products, and cut flowers. In addition
to operating the market as a small business incubator,
ALT delivers vendor development workshops and oneon-one coaching to limited resource and low-income
entrepreneurs in our community.
This year, more than 40 new and existing small business
owners participated in ALT’s Grow Your Business
(GYB) 8-week vendor development workshop. GYB
aims to develop successful entrepreneurs by assisting
them in overcoming obstacles, instituting sound
business practices, completing start-up paperwork,
creating business plans, and locating business resources.
The workshop culminated on April 7th with business
owners giving formal sales pitches to the class. We
look forward to welcoming several GYB graduates to
the Market on opening day! Thank you to our GYB
sponsors, who provide lunches and class materials:

ICook_ieforyou; Marti’s at Midday; Panera Bread;
Raising Cane’s; UGA College of Environment +
Design; Wai Graphics & Design; and Zaxby’s.
Beginning this year, we are thrilled to be able to offer
enhanced business development opportunities through
a partnership with Oconee Street United Methodist
Church. Thanks to a generous donation from the church,
we are establishing a fund for affordable microloans to
qualifying small business owners and entrepreneurs.
The first step will be the creation of an advisory
council comprised of community members, church,
and ALT representatives to guide the implementation
of the program. With church members also pledging
to volunteer as small business development mentors,
this partnership strengthens ALT’s mission to make
equitable economic opportunities a foundation for
stronger communities.
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Farm Business Developer • Austin Bagley
FoodCorps Service Members •
Ashley Na and Renee Smith
Young Urban Farmers Program Coordinator •
Connie Roberts
VISTA Outreach Assistant • Marissa Joyner
Williams Farm Manager • Seth Nivens
Assistant Farm Managers •
John Anderson, Rachel Hicks, and
Deijhon Yearby
Salesforce Specialist • Adam Wilson
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Upcoming Events and Announcements
Homebuyer Education
& Credit Seminars
May 19th
June 9th

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

2018 season starts May 5th
Every Saturday from 9 AM - 1 PM
May Day + Alumni Celebration
May 5th
Juneteenth
June 16th
Back to School Block Party
July 28th
Spiritual Health & Wellness
August 11th

Register now at
www.athenslandtrust.org
July 2nd - 13th (M-F)
8 AM - 4 PM
$160 per child
A two-week camp at ALT’s
Williams Farm for rising 4th 8th graders. Full scholarships
available by application.

Cultivating Community 2018
ALT’s Cultivating Community
Dinner is held each year in
partnership with The National
restaurant to raise funds for the
West Broad Farmers Market’s
Georgia Fresh for Less program,
which has yielded over $15,000
in fresh produce purchasing
power for SNAP (Supplemental
Ja'Niya, Rachel, and Quinten join The National Nutrition Assistance Program)
staff to prepare the meal.
customers at the Market since
2013. On Sunday, February 25th, guests joined ALT board members and
staff to enjoy a four-course meal prepared with the help of students from the
Young Urban Farmers (YUF) program. We’re grateful to Chef Peter Dale and
his staff for their contributions, to all those who attended, and to Wholesome
Wave Georgia, our partner in the Georgia Fresh For Less program.
Athens Land Trust is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
whose mission is to conserve, empower and sustain
communities through responsible and visionary land use.
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Mobile Market Makes Produce More Accessible
When UGA student Jaiko Celka heard about mobile markets as a way to bring
affordable produce into communities with limited or no access to affordable grocery
stores, she realized that many neighborhoods and communities within Athens could
benefit from such a project. In Athens, more than 20% of the population has limited
access to healthy foods, compared to 8% statewide. As one of ten recipients of a
UGA Office of Sustainability grant, Celka is working with Athens Land Trust to
launch Market on the Move this spring, with the goal of eliminating obstacles to
fresh, healthy produce, including limited income and lack of transportation. The
six-week mobile market is held weekly at the Boys and Girls Club at H.T. Edwards
and at Denney Tower and Fourth Street Village, two apartment communities for lowincome individuals and families.
GreenFest Recognizes Environmental Leaders
Each year, Athens-area organizations come together to recognize sustainability
leaders in Athens-Clarke County schools, businesses, community organizations, and
government. As a GreenFest partner, we were proud to present the following awards
at the April 19th event: Conservation Champions of the Year -- ACC Office of
Sustainability, Bert Hunecke, Ray Robinson, and Tom Sharpley for their dedication
to protection and restoration of public lands in Athens-Clarke County; Conservation
Partner of the Year -- Southern Environmental Law Center for their advocacy for
the continued protection of local farmland; and the 2018 Young Urban Farmer
Scholarships to graduating seniors and mentors in the program, John Anderson and
Rachel Hicks. (Read more about what the YUF have been up to on page 8).
MLK Day 2018: Service and Celebration
Athens Land Trust joined more than 800 people across Athens to make
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day a “day on and not a day off” in city-wide service
projects, answering one of Dr. King’s lasting queries: “What are you doing
for others?” ALT hosted volunteers at three service sites. At Beech Haven,
volunteers removed invasive species and planted 600 native understory
trees in conjunction with the ongoing restoration of the 105-acre tract (see
more about the Beech Haven property on page 12). Volunteers worked with
residents from Athena Gardens, an affordable retirement community, to
repair and install raised beds and prepare beds for spring planting (see more
about Athena Gardens and the Athens Community Garden Network on
Volunteers of all ages help with garden tasks and page 9). At the West Broad Garden, volunteers built flower beds, prepared
beautification efforts at the West Broad Garden
planting rows, installed hoop houses, and picked up litter around the garden.
for the MLK Day of Service on January 15 .
As work projects wrapped up, community members and volunteers marked
Dr. King’s legacy with a celebration whose theme was “Education and Equality”. West Broad Farmers Market vendors
ICook_ieforyou, Rashe’s Cuisine, and Soul Food with a Twist were on hand with tasty prepared foods and refreshments.
th
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Building Homes, Celebrating New and Future Homeowners
As we work to create safe, permanently affordable
homeownership opportunities for income-eligible
individuals and families in our community, we are grateful
for the opportunity to share moments of celebration with
new homeowners, community partners, and all of our
supporters.

New homeowner Sara Ivy holds an artist's rendering of her
new home as she attends the closing with (left to right)
Executive Director Heather Benham, ALT Board President
Lara Mathes, and Housing Director David Ogunsanya.

David Ogunsanya, Heather Benham, and Athens Mayor
Nancy Denson look on as the Griffith family cuts their ribbon.

Until Sanjna Naqvi began working with ALT through the
lease purchase program, she had been a long-time renter,
moving again and again due to rent increases. She moved
into her ALT home as a lease purchaser in September
and became an official first-time homeowner when she
closed on her home late last year. Congratulations also go
to new homeowner Sara Ivy. With a lot of hard work and
perseverance, she closed on her home in January 2018 and
was excited to start the new year as a first-time homeowner.
On February 23rd on a sunny afternoon, we held a
ribbon cutting and open house for three newly completed
three-bedroom, two-bathroom homes at the Cottages at
Cannontown. This in-town neighborhood developed
by ALT will ultimately be a community of fifteen new,
EarthCraft-certified, permanently affordable single-family
homes. Radio personality Lady B of WXAG broadcasted
live from the event, and attendees cheered new future
homeowners who will be closing on these homes soon.

Three newly completed homes in the Cannontown development.
Funding made available for these affordable housing projects by Athens-Clarke County Department of
Housing and Community Development HOME and CDBG Programs of the Unified Government of AthensClarke County, an Equal Opportunity Employer. Participants will not be discriminated against based on race,
color, religion, disability, familial status, or national origin.
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Thanks to our Partners who Support the Affordable Housing Program
In addition to developing permanently affordable,
EarthCraft certified single-family homes, our Affordable
Housing program works with individuals and families
to realize housing and financial security through free
housing and credit counseling services and homebuyer
education classes. We’re grateful to the Athens-Clarke
County Housing and Community Development
Department, the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs, and Wells Fargo Housing Foundation for their
recent financial support for these programs. In 2017, in
addition to providing permanently affordable workforce
housing for over 450 individuals (150 families) in AthensClarke County, ALT provided 328 housing counseling,
homebuyer education, and financial literacy client
services to residents of nine northeast Georgia counties.

We are grateful for our local partners who
lent their expertise to our recent homebuyer
education classes:
Denise and Warren Alcorn (MiMutual Mortgage)
Shavon Echols (Greater Athens Properties)
Evan Elder (Synovus)
Shelly ElFil (Southpoint Financial Services)
Dexter Haynes (Weichert Realtors-Signature Group)
John Laster (The Laster Law Firm)
Nedra McKinley (Greater Athens Properties)
Yasmine Payne (BHHS Blanton Properties)
Ron Ross (Element Funding)
Wanda Simmons (Regions Bank)
Shandra Smith (Southeast Mortgage)

National Service Programs Make a Difference Locally

Mayor Denson and Mayor Farrelle
issued a joint proclamation dedicated
to National Service Recognition Day.

On Tuesday, April 3rd, Athens Mayor Nancy Denson and Winterville Mayor
Dodd Ferrelle joined local leaders around the country to honor AmeriCorps
and FoodCorps members and SeniorCorps volunteers who are working with
nonprofits, schools, faith-based groups, and other agencies in the Athens area to
help solve some of our communities' toughest challenges. In partnership with the
Corporation for National and Community Service, ALT hosts FoodCorps and
AmeriCorps VISTA service members who provide valuable support for all of our
programs. Our thanks go to the mayors for spotlighting the impact of the local
service force, and to the Classic City Rotary Club who hosted the luncheon.

Wells Fargo Supports Youth Development

Wells Fargo representatives and ALT staff
from left to right: Tom Green, Branch
Manager; Kristina Christy, Vice President,
Community Affairs; Laurel Briglevich;
Heather Benham; Kelsey Thompson; and
Ryan Hammock, Senior Vice President
and Business Banking Team Lead.

A recent $10,000 Wells Fargo grant is providing support for the Young Urban
Farmers, Young Urban Builders and Youth Conservation Stewards programs. On
March 13th, Wells Fargo representatives presented the check to ALT Executive
Director Heather Benham and Education Director Kelsey Thompson. Said
Wells Fargo AVP Senior Community Development Officer for Greater Georgia,
Laurel Briglevich, “We are proud to support Athens Land Trust and their
housing counseling, homebuyer education, job training, and entrepreneurship
programs. ALT is more than a land trust; they provide tools and resources for
community members to meet their financial goals.” Wells Fargo has been a longtime supporter of our Affordable Housing program, and we are excited to expand
this partnership as they lend resources
to our education programs.
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On the Path Toward West Broad Rising
W h e n
neighborhood
residents
and
community
leaders
identified the meaningful reuse
of the West Broad School as a vital
component of future neighborhood revitalization
activities, they sought to bring educational, creative,
and vocational opportunities for Athens youth to the
neighborhood. In this spirit, ALT worked with Clarke
County School District teachers, administrators, and
our partners in the West Broad revitalization process
to hold an Art and Urban Agriculture Field Trip at the
West Broad Garden on November 11th, 2017. More than
100 students and teachers were led in presentations on
sustainable agriculture and took part in demonstrations
and art projects with West Broad Farmers Market
vendors, including soapmaking, photography, and
more. Stakeholders from the neighborhood, AthensClarke County, and the Clarke County School District
came together to see what this pilot experience for a
revitalized West Broad campus can bring to Athens-area
youth.

as a community resource hub. This is the fourth trip
that ALT has led to GO. Each visit has been a unique
experience to help our community envision what may
be possible for the West Broad School site.

Renderings of proposed renovations to the West Broad campus.

ALT FoodCorps Member Renee Smith leads a birdhouse decorating
project at the Art and Urban Agriculture field trip.

Athens community members and ALT staff took part
in an inspiring visit to Green Opportunities (GO) in
Asheville, NC on March 1st. GO, which trains and
connects people from marginalized communities to
sustainable employment pathways, is located inside a
former African American school that has been renovated
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This visit came just a few weeks before the West Broad
Governance Team co-chairs made a request to the
Clarke County School District to consider bringing
similar community resources to the West Broad School
in coming years. The proposed project, part of the
West Broad Rising initiative, envisions the renovation
of the historic school as a cultural heritage site and
community campus. The proposed redevelopment
could be achieved by a partnership between the school
district, local government, and other partners who can
bring the necessary resources to steward the campus
and ensure the project’s sustainability. ALT is currently
in conversation with neighborhood residents and

Athens Land Trust

Attendees of the Green Opportunities learning trip included
West Broad Farmers Market vendors and representatives from
the Athens-Clarke County government, Clarke County Board of
Education, and the Athens business community.

community groups to determine which kinds of
programming should occupy the campus to bring
resources and services that meet community needs while
supporting the operating costs for the site. Our next
step is to use this input to present a further vision for
the campus in response to the school board’s request to
the community for proposals for the site. West Broad
Rising can preserve the school as a piece of history while
revitalizing it as a mecca for educational, entrepreneurial,
job, and life skills for all members of the community.
westbroadrising.com
greenopportunities.org

New Youth Programs Kick Off

YUB senior advisor Quaison Payne (second from left)
works with students Alex Redmon, Christopher Leigh,
and Christoper Reid to paint the YUB workshop.

As part of our Strategic Plan and following the model of our Young
Urban Farmers program, ALT is leveraging our affordable housing and
conservation activities to create training, education and employment
opportunities for more youth. On February 24th, West Broad
neighborhood homeowners and interested student applicants joined
partners and community supporters at Hill Chapel Baptist Church for
the Young Urban Builders (YUB) program community kickoff. Over
50 homeowners have registered with the program which will train
and employ underserved youth to work with licensed contractors on
home repair, rehabilitation, and construction projects. In listening to
residents’ input, we have worked with community-based partners to
develop a program that meets several needs at once. By providing no-

and low-cost services to low-income homeowners, the program helps eligible homeowners, many of whom are elderly,
remain in the neighborhood they have called home for years. At the same time, it provides training and marketable
skills to youth while connecting them to professionals and future employers in a growing field. A grant from The
Kendeda Fund is supporting the YUB program including student wages. We are also grateful to be the recipient of
a $100,000 Youth Workforce Program grant through the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County, which will
support the rehabilitation and repair projects undertaken by the students. This grant is administered through the
ACC Housing and Community Development Department, which will work closely with ALT to monitor program
performance and progress. YUB Orientation started the week of March 19th with students learning about the
program’s goals and beginning their training with a focus on workplace safety. The YUB will meet with registered
homeowners to assess needs and create work plans, with the first projects slated for early summer.
Beginning on June 4th, the Youth Conservation Stewards will employ and provide conservation-related job
training to youth in partnership with the Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Office, the Oconee Rivers Greenway
Commission, the Great Promise Partnership, the Upper Oconee Watershed Network, Keep ACC Beautiful, and the
Audubon Society/University of Georgia. Planning is underway to equip these youth with employment experience
and life and leadership skills while they improve important public space in their neighborhoods and communities.
Work will begin with invasive species removal at the Beech Haven site (read more about Beech Haven on page 12).
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Young Urban Farmers are Growing, Creating, and Leading

Weeding at Williams Farm.

Last November, several Young Urban Farmers (YUF) had the
opportunity to attend the Black Farmers and Urban Gardeners
Conference in Atlanta. This national conference is convened
by the Black Urban Growers (BUGS), which aims to nurture
leadership through education and advocacy around food and
farm issues. The YUF heard from farmers of color and other
members of black communities from across the country who
shared their experiences and successes in farming and food
systems. The students also led a well-received breakout session
in which they spoke about their work in the YUF program to
an audience of growers and educators from across the country.

When the growing season slows in the winter months, the
Young Urban Farmers begin intensive business planning and entrepreneurship curriculum. From learning the
business side of farm operations to growing their own small business concepts, this aspect of the YUF program
gives students the skills to manage their own finances, as well as the confidence to consider their own independent
professions. Students develop business plans and create “triple bottom line” (good for the community, the
environment, and their business) agriculture-based products. On May 1st, the YUF end-of-year celebration will be
held at the Career Academy at H.T. Edwards Teaching and Learning Center at 5:00 PM. Students will prepare and
serve a farm-based dinner and present their business plans and products to community supporters. Our thanks go
to Avid Bookshop for holding a fundraiser this January that supported the seed money fund for YUF businesses.
We look forward to seeing some of the students vending at the West Broad Farmers Market this season!
For many, “Farm to School” evokes the idea of connecting regionally grown foods to local school cafeterias.
That’s an important strategy for the Clarke County School District, but the Athens Farm to School Network also
consists of parents, teachers, volunteers, and community partners like ALT who bring innovative farm to school
lessons and learning into classrooms, school gardens, and cafeterias. A grant from Georgia Organics enabled ALT
and our farm to school partners to hold the Farm to School Champions Dinner on March 21st at the Career
Academy to recognize and celebrate educators, other
school personnel, and parents who go above and beyond
to make farm to school initiatives possible. We are also
hosting a series of focus groups with CCSD teachers who
are farm to school leaders to share strategies for making
these types of lessons more accessible for other educators.
We’ll continue working with schools and farm to
school partners, including Keep Athens-Clarke County
Beautiful, Athens-Clarke County Extension, and Grow It
Know It, to connect more CCSD students to fresh, local
The Young Urban Farmers (Jacquarious Moses, Xavier Coates,
food; engage them in gardening and urban agriculture;
Kenwontay Evans, Yusuf Ra'aid, Ja'Niya Burgess, Jordan Joan,
Finn O'Neil, and Anthoni Wright) worked with CCSD Culinary
and build lifelong healthy food habits.
Arts Director Manny Stone to prepare the meal for the Farm to
School Champions Dinner.
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Athens Community Garden Network
The Athens Community Garden Network was formed
in 2010 when ALT received a three-year USDA grant
to expand access to healthy, nutritious food for
vulnerable members of our community, including
children, the elderly, and minority populations. Since
that time, several new gardens have joined the network,
and others are growing to meet their communities’
changing needs and goals. For some in the CGN,
this includes recreational garden activities, growing
produce for consumption, and selling excess produce
to supplement household and family incomes. ALT is
currently engaging with active gardens in the network

Athena Gardens residents harvest greens from accessible raised beds.

Flower beds and a rain barrel at the Athens Community Council on
Aging, a founding member of the Community Garden Network.

and working with our partners and the volunteer
community to provide community gardeners with
technical assistance, garden training, and education.
Two of these gardens include Athena Gardens, an
affordable apartment community for seniors, and
Rainbow Circle Garden, a subsistence garden operated
by resettled Burmese refugee families. We're grateful for
a recent LRGreen Project grant from the Last Resort
Grill which is providing seeds, soil amendments, and
other garden supplies for these gardens and others in
the CGN. Thank you, Last Resort Grill, for supporting
local community agriculture!

Farmer Outreach and Farm Business Development
Since 2012, ALT has been conducting outreach to farmers and ranchers in 15 northeast Georgia counties with the
goal of helping members of underserved groups -- including minority farmers, veteran farmers, and new, beginning,
and small farmers -- grow and sustain their farm businesses. In
the past few years, farmers in the program have coordinated
planting, growing and selling of produce for ALT’s multi-farm
CSA and produce stand at St. Mary’s Hospital. We’ve helped
farmers develop business plans and have offered ongoing nocost workshops and field days on sustainable agriculture topics
to share knowledge and provide networking opportunities for
farmers in the region.
Sustainable Agriculture Conference Farm Tour
participants observe a demonstration at the University
of Georgia Bee Laboratory.

In February 2018, ALT hosted its second Sustainable Agriculture
Conference, with a farm tour on Friday, February 9th and an
all-day conference on the 10th. (continued on page 10)
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Farmer Outreach and Farm Business Development (continued)
Over 200 people attended the Saturday conference,
which included breakout sessions on farm business
development, urban farming, next generation farming,
land conservation and land equity issues, and information
about USDA programs. Thanks to our partners, UGA
Extension and USDA, and our conference sponsors, UGA
Office of Sustainability and The Conservation Fund.
We are continuing to assess the growing and changing needs
of underserved farmers in our region, and our current goals
include helping farmers scale up their production to access
markets including the West Broad Farmers Market. We
Sustainable Agriculture Conference Farm Tour participants view are working to identify minority farmers to participate in a
seedling production operations at Athens Land Trust's Williams Farm. network that will lend shared support, cooperative practices,
and access to shared farm equipment. This April, ALT has
also launched our new Farm Share program, which builds on our past CSA (Community Supported Agriculture)
program to deliver a season of weekly shares of produce, herbs, and pantry goods. We’ll continue to help small farmers
and producers build their operations so that they can participate in unique market opportunities like the Farm Share.

Upcountry Oyster Roast Celebrates Conservation Partners
In the past, we have had warm, sunny days and cold, gray
skies for the Upcountry Oyster Roast, but no matter the
weather, this annual conservation celebration is not to
be missed. On Sunday, March 25th, we again hosted
landowners who have made the decision to protect their
properties for future generations and other conservation
partners who support our efforts to protect land statewide.
With their help, ALT now protects 16,486 acres of forest,
farmland, river corridors and wetlands, historic sites, and
other green space in 36 counties and 10 of Georgia's 14
major watersheds. Guests gathered at the Portico, situated
on Lee Moody’s land along the Apalachee River, and were
cheered by roaring fire pits, warm cider, and a bounty
Guests at the 7th Annual Upcountry Oyster Roast enjoy
of oysters and clams from the Georgia coast provided by
coastal delicacies.
Charlie Phillips of Sapelo Sea Farms. The Dixieland Five
provided lively music, and guests enjoyed the chance to make the short walk down to the river. We also had the
opportunity to acknowledge the Rushtons for their 2017 donation of more than 350 acres of ecologically significant
land. Thanks to all attendees and to our generous sponsors (listed on page 15), this was our best Oyster Roast yet!
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New Conservation Easements Established

Matthews Motors

Tallassee Road

The Conservation Program had a busy end to 2017,
working in 6 counties to protect valuable working lands,
land for public recreation, natural and priority habitats,
and riparian and stream corridors.
Two projects protected over 168 acres right here in
Athens. One project, known as the Matthews Motors
property, is a tract of nearly 24 acres located off of
Atlanta Highway, with the Middle Oconee River
forming its northern boundary. ALT worked to bring
the property's owners into the County's Greenspace
Program and facilitated the easement. The County
then aquired the property, which has been identified
as a possible trailhead location in the ACC Greenway
Network Plan. A second project along Tallassee Road
protects almost 145 acres and more than half a mile of
streams. ALT is proud of the diversity of these projects:
the Matthews Motors easement will provide the public
with future green space and recreational connectivity,
and the Tallassee property is less than one half mile
from almost 600 acres of contiguous conservation land.

Marion County

Marion counties. This project protects more than 90
acres of federally-designated wetlands and 3.4 miles of
Blue Line Streams, and it will allow for longleaf pine
restoration and habitat improvements. In Oconee
County, we protected 353 acres comprised of hardwood
forest, 8.5 acres of wetlands and marshes, and 1.7 miles
of Rose Creek and its tributaries. The Rose Creek tract
will remain in its natural state with the landowners
preserving the right for recreation. ALT also protected
185 acres of farm in Morgan County, which are especially
significant as the property is the home of The Boy and
The Dog grass-fed beef farm, a vendor at our West Broad
Farmers Market. We also protected over 200 acres of
working forest and hardwood forest in Putnam County;
the hardwood forest will be protected forever, and the
property will continue to be used for recreation.
We are also pleased to welcome Greg Debacker, a local
attorney from Fortson, Bentley, and Griffin, P.A., as
the newest Conservation Committee member. We are
grateful for the Committee’s continued contribution of
time and expertise as we evaluate our projects!

We worked with repeat land donors to protect over 950
acres of important sand hill habitat in Webster and

Oconee County

Putnam County

Morgan County
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Beech Haven: Restoring an Athens-Clarke County Treasure
Allied organizations have been working to accelerate
restoration at the historically and ecologically significant
Beech Haven site, an island of green space in Athens.
The Beech Haven area consists of over 100 acres along
the Middle Oconee River watershed and includes highpriority streams, river floodplain, and forest habitats.
As a natural area adjacent to the urban interface that
has been largely undisturbed since 1911, the Beech
Haven site is a vital community resource. ALT and
others have been working with Athens-Clarke County,
which now owns the property, to protect and steward
Beech Haven’s ecological and cultural resources as a
public preserve.
In addition to the MLK Day of Service at the site, ALT
led the Beech Haven Restoration Day on November
18th, 2017, with nearly 40 volunteers treating and
removing invasive species. This summer, ALT’s Youth
Conservation Stewards will undertake more intensive
activities, including the restoration of nearly 25 acres
through invasive species removal and the planting
of nearly 3,000 native trees, and water testing. The

Volunteers from the Clarke Central Ecology Club treated and
removed invasive species during the Beech Haven Restoration Day
on November 18, 2017.

restoration activities and community education are
reviving interest in the Beech Haven site and inviting
the Athens community to experience the value of this
in-town resource until it is open to the public. ALT
is grateful for funding from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and the National Environmental
Education Foundation that is supporting youth training
and employment at Beech Haven.

Conservation Partnerships Restore and Protect Georgia Lands
A recently awarded grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Pulling Together Initiative will
allow ALT to lend staff support to the newly created Northeast Georgia Cooperative Weed Management Area
(NGCWMA). This project brings together partners who have been addressing the negative effects of invasive species
on natural habitats in Georgia’s Piedmont and in the Athens area: the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke
County, Keep ACC Beautiful, Athens Weed Warriors, UGA Extension, New Urban Forestry, Georgia DNR, the
State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Oconee Rivers Audubon Society, the Greenway Commission, and Oconee
River Land Trust. With targeted restoration projects, workshops, and education and outreach, the NGCWMA
will support a collaborative approach to the dangers and damage posed by invasive species on regional ecosystems.
ALT was awarded funding through the Natural Resources Conservation Service Regional Conservation
Partnership Program, which helps producers implement and maintain conservation activities in order to increase
the restoration and sustainable use of soil, water, wildlife, and natural resources on regional or watershed
scales. With the new agreement, ALT will be able to deliver more than $750,000 in technical and financial
assistance directly to farmers and landowners, and to work toward improved farm conservation activities and
permanent conservation easements on farmland through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program — Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE).
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Staff Updates

Farm Business Developer Austin Bagley and Farmer Outreach
Coordinator Julian Green are working together to help small
farmers in northeast Georgia grow their operations.

As our partnerships and impact grow, so does our
team. We have also said goodbye to several interim staff
who helped to ensure continuity in our service to the
community. With many years of experience in nonprofit
management and development, Monica Magee takes
on the new role of interim Assistant Director. Austin

“Tex” Bagley joins as Farm Business Developer, as
Josh Green departed to meet family obligations.
Melanie Bowerman brings her experience in landscape
architecture and community-based design to her new
role as Special Projects Coordinator. Stephanie DuQue
joins as Farmland Protection Specialist. We will miss
Deb Sheppard, who worked with ALT since 2015 to
serve farmers in South Georgia in this role. Julian
Green, Farmer Outreach Coordinator, is networking
with a diverse population of growers in the region, from
farmers to Athens-area community gardeners. We’re
grateful to Yarrow Koning for her interim service and
wish her well as she continues to work on communitybased agriculture initiatives in Atlanta. Thanks also
to interim Garden Manager Stephanie Jansen, who
prepared the West Broad Garden for a fantastic spring
growing season. Adam Wilson, who completed his
term as a VISTA service member in November, is now
working with ALT as a Salesforce Specialist, helping
implement this database tool to strengthen our data,
donor, and program management.

Interns Bring Skills and Dedication to ALT Programs
Through our partnerships with the University of Georgia, we are
fortunate to receive support from interns from the Schools of
Law, Public Administration, Public Health, and Social Work. We
want to extend our appreciation and recognition to the current
and recent interns who are providing assistance with research,
program development, and community outreach. Lauren Helfin,
Joshua Wehner, and Cameron Wells are assisting with marketing
and outreach for the West Broad Farmers Market and other
Community Agriculture programs. Maya Dudley, Brad Gerke
and Neal Hollington are also providing valuable support to the
Affordable Housing program, where Carly Evans also recently
completed an internship and lent planning and logistical
assistance to the Community Agriculture program. Mariah
Caldwell is helping to develop new projects for the Development
and Conservation programs, and Kezia Loupatty is working with
ALT’s Education staff on our youth development programs.

Mariah Caldwell, Kezia Loupatty, Brad Gerke, Carly
Evans, Neal Hollington, and Maya Dudley at an intern
celebration on March 30, 2018.
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Athens Land Trust
Thank you to our partners, members and donors!
SUPPORTING
FOUNDATIONS AND
PARTNERS
Athens-Clarke County
Athens Area Black
History Committee
Athens Area
Community Foundation
Athens Housing
Authority
Bank of America
CAHEC
Clarke County School
District
Clarke County
Cooperative Extension
Corporation for National
& Community Service
Enterprise Community
Partners
Eversheds Sutherland
First American Bank &
Trust
Fortson, Bentley and
Griffin
Georgia Department of
Community Affairs
Georgia Organics
Grounded Solutions
Network
Keep Athens-Clarke
County Beautiful
The Kendeda Fund
The Kresge Foundation
Luther & Susie Harrison
Foundation
Mary Reynolds Babcock
Foundation
The National
National Association of
Conservation Districts
Natural Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Oconee River SWCD
Oconee State Bank
Oconee Street United
Methodist Church
Purpose Built
Communities

Riverview Foundation
Rotary Club of Athens
Southface Energy
Institute
St. Mary’s Health Care
System
Synovus
Terrapin Beer Co.
Turner Family
Foundation
University of Georgia
US Department of
Agriculture
Wells Fargo Housing
Foundation
Wholesome Wave
Georgia
LEGACY SOCIETY
Anonymous
STEWARD $2,500+
Anonymous
Darren and Kathryn Ash
Kate Blane and Dan
Everett
Jared Bybee and
Mehrsa Baradaran
Bertis and Katherine
Downs
Jared Harper and Elena
Brown
The Terrell Family
Foundation
The Estate of Dorothy
and Charlie Yates
FOREST $1,000+
Derrell and Martha Clark
Charley and Julie Hill
Tom and Jane Keene
Erika Lewis
Dan Lorentz and Lori
Ringhand
Tyler Scott
Susie and Mark Smith
Sarah and David
Sutherland
Ed and Barbara Taylor
Mike and Christy Todd
The Winthrop Foundation
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GROVE $500+
Carson Advisory, Inc.
Lewis and Stephanie
Earnest
First American Bank
&Trust
Dave and Anne Gunton
Dana and Eric Heil
David and Gail Kurtz
Lara Mathes
Shannon and Kristy
Mayfield
Joe Miller
Eric and Jessica Orbock
Joe Polaneczky/ Nabo
Realty
Peter Turner and
Cynthia Johnston Turner
OAK $250+
Amanda and Duane
Bernt
Myung Cogan
Dana Cowart
Pete and Lorinda Crane
Willa Fambrough
Beth Gavrilles and Philip
Juras
Jacelyn McCall and
Nathan Sonke
Brian and Martha
Orland
Meg Parker
Nancy Stangle
Jackie and Sam
Wammock
William Whitman and
Paula Schwanenflugel
Carol Williams
SEEDLING $100+
Michael and Nancy
Amato
Charles Apostolik
Avid Bookshop
Bill Loughner and Helen
Wilkes
Robert and Katherine
Byrne

Callie Pendergrast and
Dennis Creech
Stacy Campbell
Don and Tina Carpenter
Dan and Liese
DerVartanian
Laura Fagrell
Dick and Susan Field
Dean Firschein
Kirrena Gallagher
Sam Goldman
Nina Hellerstein
Meg Hines
Dorothy Kirkley
Scott and Heather
Kleiner
Nancy MacNair
Mary Matheson
Penny Mclanahan
Mitigation
Management, LLC
Julia Penning
Usha Rodrigues
Karl and Debbie Schab
Darcie St Onge
Chris Stutz
Donna Thurman
Iris Tropp
Callie Waller
Grant and Holly
Whitworth
Shana Wood
Kevin York
ACORN $75+
Joe D'Alessandro
Clinton McCrory and
Sue Custance
Joseph and Erin O'Brien
Helen Plymale
Anna Stangle
Clayton Wilcox
FAMILY $50+
Amanda Alford
Bill Baggs
Gloria Bizzle
JT and Ciara Bringardner
Tim and Karen Brown
Tymica Bryant
Jill Carnes

Athens Land Trust
Thank you to our partners, members and donors!
Robby Cucchiaro
Kathy Daniel
Diane Elder
Harold Faison
Sara and Steve Fogle
Barbara Fortson and
Aubrey Underwood
Jack Frierson
Addie Gilham
Jim Gillis
Willie Givens
Rosemarie Goodrum
Dr. and Mrs. John and
Jennifer Granrose
Alex Gural
Hannah Hay and Dain
Marx
Cecil and Sandra
Hudson
Hank Johnson
Elizabeth Jones
Rosetta Kelley
Elizabeth Little
Katha Massey
Patricia and John Maxey
Vitina McKinney
Sanjna Naqvi

Parker Property and
Appraisals, Inc.
Janet Patterson
Anthony and Torwanda
Phillips
Kyle Pointer
Joan Prittie and Sandy
Berry
Marquita Richardson
Jackie Roberts
Robby and Laura Roberts
Robert Robinson and
Sharhonda Johnson
John Schelhas and Susan
Criswell
Paul Shaw
Ruth Sims
David Smith
Jeanette Thomas
Marilyn Wightman
Reggie Willis
Jennifer Yearby
INDIVIDUAL $10+

Thanks also to:
ACC Employees and
Retirees who give through
the ACC Charity Drive
Athens Academy Service
and Leadership
Classic City Rotary Club
Epting Events
First Presbyterian Church
2017 Holiday Benevolence
Market Supporters
Independent Baking Co.
Interfaith Hospitality
Network
Jittery Joe’s
Last Resort Grill
Natural Enviromental
Education Foundation
Random Acts
Fred Smith
UGA and Federal
employees who give
through Georgia Shares
WXAG The Light

We are proud to be a host
site for AmeriCorps VISTA
and FoodCorps service
members.

Member of Georgia
Shares, Inc.

Dyan Holt
James Fair
Richard and Paula Zimdars

Upcountry Oyster Roast Sponsors
Charles Apostolik
Donderos' Kitchen
Fortson, Bentley and Griffin, PA		
Jack Frierson		
Beth Gavrilles and Philip Juras		
Jim Gillis
Cecil and Sandra Hudson		
icook_ieforyou		
Independent Baking Co.
Kroger		
LRG Provisions		
Elizabeth Little		
Dan Lorentz and Lori Ringhand		
Mitigation Management, LLC		

Lee Moody & The Portico
Walter & Dorothy O'Niell		
Michael C. Odom		
Eric Orbock		
Parker Properties and Appraisals, Inc
Janet Patterson		
Joan Prittie and Sandy Berry		
Robby and Laura Roberts		
Lea Rondonck		
John Schelhas and Susan Criswell
Nancy Stangle		
Sarah Sutherland		
Terrapin Beer Co.		
Peter Turner		

2018 West Broad Farmers
Market Sponsors
Synovus
Athens Roofing
Shane Dekle, State Farm Agent
Flagpole Magazine
Nuci’s Space
Athens Academy
The National
St. Mary’s Hospital
Heirloom Cafe
Daily Groceries Co-op

Keep up-to-date on the latest ALT news!
facebook.com/athenslandtrust

@athenslandtrust

@athenslandtrust
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Land for Conservation and
Community
685 N. Pope Street
Athens, Georgia 30601
www.athenslandtrust.org
706.613.0122

Please Join Athens Land Trust

Protected Land + Affordable Housing + Community Gardens = Improved, Sustained Quality of Life
Check one of the
following levels:

Steward

$2,500+

Forest

$1000 +

Grove

$500 +

Oak

$250 +

Seedling

$100 +

Acorn

$75+

Family

$50 +

Individual

$10 +

Name

New

Renewal

Address
Phone #(s)
E-mail
Would you like to join our listserv?

Yes

No

Would you like to volunteer? Skills or Interests:

Please make checks payable to Athens Land Trust. ALT is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation.
All donations are tax-deductible, as provided by law.

Other Ways to Join or Donate:
Visit www.athenslandtrust.org and click either the Join Us or Donate link.
(online donations made through Click & Pledge)
Printed on 100% recycled paper
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