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ABOUT CONSERVATION

Athens Land Trust has 
worked with over 75 

landowners to protect 
over 18,000 acres in over 
35 counties in Georgia. 

 The main tool Athens Land 
Trust uses to accomplish 

its goal of preserving 
important land is the 

conservation easement.

 The conservation 
easement is popular 
among landowners 

because land remains in 
private ownership while 

being preserved forever.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT FACT SHEET

• The landowner continues to own and manage the property,  which can 
be sold or inherited.

• The CE must provide benefits in terms of open space or natural resource 
protection.

• Each CE is tailored to the particular property and to the goals of the 
landowner. The CE can allow for a variety of uses including farming, 
hunting, and limited residences.

• The rights retained by the landowner and the restrictions on land use are 
spelled out in the CE, which becomes attached to the property’s deed.

• The CE is binding on future landowners of the property.
• The land trust that holds the CE has a responsibility to monitor the 

property to ensure that landowners comply with the provisions of the CE.

What is a Conservation Easement (CE)?
A CE is a legal agreement between a landowner and a land trust (such as 
Athens Land Trust) that permanently limits use of the land in order to 
protect a property’s natural resources.

What types of land does Athens Land Trust protect?
 Athens Land Trust (ALT) is committed to preserving land, including natural 
forests, stream and river corridors, floodplains and wetlands, significant 
wildlife habitats, productive farms and forests, historic lands, and scenic 
vistas. 

What are the benefits of a CE?
• Protecting open space helps provide clean air and water, scenic and rural 

views, significant natural habitats, as well as recreational and agricultural 
resources for the community. 

• Ensuring that the land’s natural and/or agricultural resources are 
preserved as the property is passed to heirs or sold to future landowners.

• There may be potential tax benefits for landowners who qualify for 
federal charitable tax deductions, estate tax deductions, local property tax 
reductions, and the Georgia State Tax Credit.



  

  

By using conservation easements, which are 
agreements between a landowner and a land trust 
(such as Athens Land Trust) that permanently limit use 
of the land in order to protect a property’s natural and 
agricultural resources. 

How do we protect farmland?

flexible                    permanent                    private                    voluntary   

Landowner retains ownership of property
 

The property can be donated, sold outright or 
through a bargain sale, and can be inherited
 

Conservation Easements are: 

Valuation of a Conservation 
Easement (CE)

Fair Market Value (before CE)

Encumbered Value (after CE)

CE Value (30-80%)

How it works:

Landowner and 
Athens Land Trust 
(ALT) representative 
meet to walk the 
property and 
discuss goals for the 
conservation 
easement (CE) 

ALT compiles  
baseline property 
inventory and drafts 
CE and Landowner 
gathers needed 
materials 

CE and baseline are 
reviewed by the 
landowner and ALT. 
All necessary 
revisions are made 
and approved and 
the project is closed. 
The CE is recorded 

The property is 
protected 
indefinitely and 
Athens Land Trust 
monitors the 
property annually
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A project must meet the 
requirements of Internal Revene 
Code § 170, relevant Treasury 
Regulations and any other federal 
or state requirements. To claim 
a federal tax deduction donors 
must obtain a qualified appraisal 
prepared by a qualified appraiser 
(gifts of property valued at more than 
$5,000). ALT requires a copy of the 
completed appraisal before closing. 
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